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"WELCOME." 

The  following  poem,  by  Judge  C.  C. 
Goodwin  was  printed  on  the  title  page 
of  the  official  program  of  the  reception 
given  the  volunteers  at  Salt  Lake  City: 

Welcome,    great    hearts!    Nor    tongue,    nor 
pen   can   tell 
The    wealth   of    love   to   you    this    people 
tenders; 
Ye    who    went   forth   the   ranks   of    war   to 
swell— 
Our  holy   flag's  defenders. 

Nor   trumpets'   blare,    nor   drums,    nor   can 
nous  peal, 
Nor   dancing   flags,    nor   cheers,    nor   glad 
bolls  ringing. 
Can  half  proclaim   the  joy   our   full   hearts 
feel— 
The  songs  our  souls  are  singing. 

Welcome,    great    hearts!    You    come    with 
honors   crowned; 
Y"ou  come  to  meet  a  loving  state's  caress- 
ings; 
The  people  hail  you  with  a  pride  profound- 
Be  yours,    brave  souls,   all   blessings! 


THE  TWO  MYSTERIES. 

We  know  not  what  it  is,  dear,  this  sleep  so 

deep  and  still. 
The  folded  hands,  the  awful  calm,  the  cheek 

so  pale  and  chill: 
The  lids  that  will  not  lift  again,  though  we 

may  call  and  call. 
The   strange,    white   solitude   of   peace    that 

settles  over  all. 

We  know  not  what  it  means,  dear,  this 
desolate  heart  pain, 

This  dread  to  take  our  daily  way  and  wall- 
in  it  again. 

We  know  not  to  what  other  sphere  the 
loved   who  leave  us  go, 

Nor  why  we're  left  to  wonder  still,  nor 
why   we  do   not   know. 

But   this   we   know,    our   loved   and   dead    if 

they  should  come  this  day, 
Should   come   and    ask    us,    "What   is    life'.'" 

not  one  of  us  could  say; 
Life  is  a  mystery  as  deep  as  ever  death  can 

be; 
Y'es,   O!   how  dear  it  is  to  us— this  life  we 

live  and  see. 

Then  might  they  say— these  vanished  ones— 

and  blessed  is  the  thought: 
"Lo!  death  is  sweet  to  us,  beloved!  though 

we  may  show  you  naught, 
We  may  not  to  the  quick  reveal   the  rnys 

tery  of  death: 
Y'e  can  not  tell  us,  if  ye  would,  the  mystery 

of  breath." 

The  child   who  enters  life   comes  not   with 

knowledge  of  intent. 
By  those  who  enter  death   must  go  as  lit- 
tle children  sent. 
Nothing  is  known,   but  I   believe  that  God 

•is  overhead. 
And  as  life  is  to  the  living,  so  death  is  to 
the  dead. 

—Mary    Mapes    Dodge. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

(Continued  from  Page  306.) 
During  the  month  of  September  Presi- 
dent Spry  met  the  Elders  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  East  Ten- 
nessee and  Middle  Tennessee  Conferences 
and  was  pleased  to  find  the  work  being 
operated  under  such  favorable  circum- 
stances, and  that  the  health  of  the  Elders 
was  so  good.  Many  valuable  instructions 
were  given  and  the  Elders  were  assigned 
to  new  fields.  During  the  month  word 
came  that  Elder  Richards,  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Conference,  could  not  be  found,  and 
though  a  diligent  search  was  being  made 
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for    him,    no    one    Knew      of    his    where- 
abouts by  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  month  of  October  opened  quietly, 
and  affairs  connected  with  the  Mission 
were  in  a  propitious  condition.  On  the 
tith  and  7th  the  West  Tennessee  Confer- 
ence met  in  counsel  meeting,  at  which 
time  no  pubic  meetings  were  held.  Near- 
ly every  county  in  the  conference  had 
been  closed  against  the  Elders,  so  they 
were  sent  to  Arkansas,  Missouri  and 
Kentucky.  Later  in  the  month  confer- 
ence was  held  with  the  North  Alabama 
Elders  at  Trimbles,  Cullman  county.    All 


the  Elders  were  present  and  feeling  well, 
a  good  spirit  being  prevalent  at  the  meet- 
ings. 

By  the  latter  part  of  the  month  sick- 
ness had  disappeared  from  among  the 
Elders  and  the  outlook  was  indeed  encour- 
aging, when  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of 
Vincent  M.  Pugmire,  of  the  South  Ala- 
bama Conference,  was  announced.  His 
sudden  demise  at  Victoria,  Coffee  county, 
was  a  shock  to  all,  for  he  was  ailing  but 
ten  days,  and  not  until  four  days  before 
his  death  could  his  companion  (Elder 
Morrill)  persuade  him  to  remain  in  bed. 
He  passed  away  at  1  :30  a.m.  on  October 
27th.  Brother  Pugmire  was  a  man  whose 
aspirations  were  noble,  whose  character 
was  without  a  blemish,  whose  charity  for 
those  who  honestly  differed  with  him,  yet 
valiancy  in  the  advocacy  of  truth,  gained 
for  him  the  love  and  esteem  of  the  breth- 
ren and  friends  and  the  respect  of  his 
enemies. 

By  November  15  all  the  conferences 
had  been  visited  and  were,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, found  in  good  condition.  Search- 
ers had  not  been  able  to  locate  Elder 
Richards,  the  last  trace  of  him  was 
about  three  miles  from  Enterprise,  where 
he  was  expected  to  take  the  train  for 
Meridian.    Miss. 

November  11th  President  Spry  re- 
turned to  Chattanooga  to  meet  a  company 
of  Elders  and  when  they  had  been  as- 
signed their  fields  of  labor  he  started 
west  with  a  company  of  145  Saints.  Af- 
ter the  Saints  were  located  in  Colorado, 
President  Spry  visited  Mesa,  Arizona, 
for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  facilities 
of  the  country  preparatory  to  sending 
some  Saints  there.  He  found  an  admir- 
able country  for  the  southern  people,  tht 
climate  being  similar  to  their  former 
homes.  On  his  return  to  the  office  a  cir- 
cular was  sent  to  Elders  and  Saints  nam- 
ing the  facilities  of  the  country  and  en- 
couraging the  people  to  make  homes  there. 

In  some  parts  of  Mississippi  and  West 
Tennessee  the  Elders  were  compelled  to 
leave  their  fields  until  the  hostilities  had 
subsided.  Some  of  the  new  fields  were 
proving  very  productive  and  much  good 
was  being  done. 

The  year  closed  with  the  work  being 
operated  very  successfully ;  the  Elders 
were  well  and  pursuing  their  labors  with 
untiring  vigor.  Persecution  had  subsid- 
ed somewhat  and  the  Elders  all  felt  to 
rejoice  that  heaven  had  permitted  them 
to  pass  another  year  in  safety. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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RESTORATION  OF  THE  GOSPEL. 

Aiosti.k  M.  If.  CO*  i.kv. 

i(  lontinued  from  page  307.) 
Again  (those  who  believe  the  Bible),  to 

be  consistent,  if  they  doubt  the  lesti ny 

of  Joseph  because  he  was  alone,  must 
doubt  the  testimony  of  Moses,  because 
alone  when  (bid  Bpoke  to  bin  from  the 
burning  bush,  and  again  when  he  stood 
in  I  lis  presence  on  the  Mount  and  re- 
ceived tin'  Ten  Commandments.  Will 
they  doubt  thiii  Isaiah  saw  the  Lord  in 
iiii'  days  of  King  Uzziah,  sop  Isa.  vi.  Be- 
cause Stephen  alone  saw  God  and  His 
Son  in  the  Inst  moments  of  His  life,  is 
his  testimony  false?  Paul  saw  the  Sa- 
vior, but  the  men  who  were  with  him, 
saw  him  not.  let  the  Christian  world 
believe  that  Paul  saw  the  Lord,  oven 
though  other  men  in  the  presence  of  Paul 

ilid  not   see  him.      While  Joseph  was  alone 

on  the  occasion  above  related,  he  was  not 
alone  in  all  the  manifestations  which  the 

Lord  wave  lo  him.  We  have  other  hon- 
est witnesses  who  corroborate  the  testi- 
mony of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and 
their  testimony  has  never  been  impeached. 
They  were  honest  men  of  good  repute. 
On  the  15th  of  May,  1S29,  John '  the 
Baptist  appeared  to  Joseph  Smith  and 
Olivery  Cowdery,  laid  his  hands  upon 
I  heir  heads  and  conferred  upon  them  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood,  which  holds  author- 
ity to  preach  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
ami  baptize  in  water  for  the  remission 
of  sins,  but  not  the  laying  on  of  hands 
for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  This 
Aaronic  Priesthood  was  held  by  John 
the  Baptist.  Philip  who  baptized  the 
Samaritans,  and  others  in  the  times  of 
the  Apostles.  See  Doe.  and  Gov..  Sec.  13. 
Subsequent  to  this  Peter,  James  and 
John  presented  themselves  to  the  same 
men.  Joseph  and  Oliver,  conferring  upon 
them  the  Holy  Apostleship.  which  in 
eluded  authority  to  organize  the  church 
in  its  fulness  and  open  the  door  of  the 
(lospel  to  all  nations.  See  Doc.  and  Gov.. 
Page  457.  In  Sec.  70  of  the  same  hook 
we  have  the  record  of  Joseph  Smith  and 
Sidney  Rigdon,  that  the  Savior  appeared 
to  them  on  the  10th  of  February,  1832. 
and  showed  unto  them  the  glories  of  the 
Celestial.  Terrestial  and  Telestial  King- 
doms, also  the  condition  of  the  damned 
in  their  various  grades  of  condemnation. 
Any  honest  soul  who  will  read  that  vis- 
um with  a  prayerful  heart  will  receive  a 
lasting  impression  of  its  truth.  The 
same  testimony  to  the  honest,  prayerful 
seeker  after  truth  will  accompany  the 
perusal  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  all 
the  revelations  given  to  the  Prophet  Jo- 
seph Smith.  Passing  over  the  many  re- 
markable manifestations  given  to  the 
Prophet  and  others  in  the  Kirtland  Tem- 
ple and  elsewhere,  we  will  conclude  this 
part  of  the  subject  by  reference  to  the 
testimony  of  the  three  witnesses  respect- 
ing the  Book  of  Mormon.  Their  testi- 
mony will  be  found  on  the  fly-leaf  of 
every  copy  of  that  sacred  volume,  signed 
by  their  names — Oliver  Cowdery,  David 
YVhitner  and  Martin  Harris.  They  as- 
sert that  an  angel  appeared  before  them, 
held  in  his  hands  the  metallic  plates,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  America,  their  origin,  history  and  des- 
tiny, the  dealings  of  God  with  them,  the 
fulness  of  the  Gospel  as  taught  by  the 
Savior  and  ancient  Prophets  on  this  land, 
and  from  which  sacred  plates  the  Book 
of  .Mormon  is  a  translation  into  English. 
These  witnesses  saw  and  handled  the 
plates,  and  gave  their  solemn  testimony 
to  the  world.  Under  all  circumstances 
these  witnesses  maintained  their  testi- 
mony unto  the  end.  in  private  and  public, 
to  all  who  came  to  ask  of  them  they  told 
the  same  unchanging  story.     Another  fea- 


ture of  their  evidence  is  this:  In  the 
course  of  lime  they  transgressed  the  rules 

ami     regulations    of     the    ehiireh,     and    of 

necessity      had      to    be     excommunicated 

from  the  church.  Thus  tailing  away 
from  theit  adherence  lo  the  church,  from 
their  association  and  fellowship  with  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  they  were  placed 
in  a  condition  where  every  inducement 
was  presented  lor  them  to  deny  their  tes- 
timony   and    in    this    way    frustrate    the 

scheme,    if    it     had    I n    false,    and    thus 

gain  the  fellowship  and  applaud  of  the 
world  for  exposing  to  ridicule  and  shame 
the  man  who  came  to  the  world  with  a 
New    Dispensation. 

But  they  did  not  do  this.  Being  out- 
side the  pales  of  the  Church,  may  they 
not  truly  be  called  disinterested  wit- 
nesses, and  witnesses  such  as  cannot  be 
produced  to  substantiate  the  iliviniity  of 
ancient  Jewish  Scriptures.  The  writer 
once  sat  in  the  presence  of  David  Whit- 
mer,  and  can  testify  from  personal  con- 
tact with  him  that  he  was  firm  anil  un- 
shaken in  the  testimony  which  he  bore 
to  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  In  his  dying  hours,  when 
enemies  of  this  work  may  have  had  some 
hopes  of  his  recanting,  he  asked  the  lead- 
ing men  of  Richmond,  Mo.,  if  they  could 
honestly  give  an  affidavit  before  an  offi- 
cer that  from  their  acquaintance  and 
dealings  with  him,  that  he  was  a  man 
of  honesty  and  truth.  This  they  did 
and  published  it,  and  they  were  men  not 
of  Mr.  Whitmer's  religious  views,  and 
with  the  affidavit,  signed  by  about 
twelve  leading  business  men  of  the  town, 
and  the  testimony  of  his  physician  that 
his  mind  was  perfectly  sound,  he  pub- 
lished again  to  the  world  his  testimony 
that  he  had  seen  the  angel  who  handled 
the  plates,  and  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was   divine. 

In  connection  with  the  coming  forth 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  a  remarkable 
prophesy  of  Isaiah  has  been  strikingly 
verified.  "And  the  vision  of  all  is  be- 
come unto  you  as  the  words  of  a  book 
that  is  sealed,  which  men  deliver  to  one 
that  is  learned,  saying.  Read  this,  I 
pray  thee,  and  he  saith,  I  cannot,  for  it 
is  sealed,  and  the  book  is  delivered  to 
him  that  is  not  learned,  saying,  Read 
this,  I  pray  thee,  and  he  saieth  I  am  not 
learned."  (Isaiah  xxix:ll-12.)  When  Jo- 
seph obtained  the  plates  he  discovered 
that  a  portion  of  them  were  sealed  and 
learned  from  the  angel  that  the  time  had 
not  come  to  publish  that  part  of  the 
volume,  but  from  the  unsealed  plates 
he  copied  some  characters  and  sent  them 
by  Martin  to  a  learned  linguist  in  Xew 
York  by  the  name  of  Prof.  Anthon.  The 
learned  man  examined  them,  gave  Mr. 
Harris  a  certificate  testifying  that  they 
were  true  characters  of  Hebrew  and  re- 
formed Egyptian.  Before  leaving,  the 
learned  man  asked  Mr.  Harris  to  bring 
him  the  plates  and  he  would  translate 
them.  Mr.  Harris  answered  that  he 
was  forbidden  to  do  that,  and  also  that 
a  portion  of  the  plates  were  sealed.  He 
retorted,  "I  cannot  read  a  sealed  book;" 
and  asked  where  Joseph  Smith  obtained 
them.  When  answered  that  an  angel 
revealed  them,  he  asked  to  see  the  cer- 
tificate he  had  given  of  their  genuine- 
ness. It  was  handed  him  and  be  tore 
it  up  in  a  rage,  and  said,  "Angels  do 
not  appear  nowadays."  The  words  of 
the  book,  not  the  book  itself,  were  de- 
livered to  this  learned  man,  as  Isaiah 
said  they  would  be.  He  said  he  could 
not  read  a  sealed  book,  as  Isaiah  said 
he  would  say.  The  book  itself  was  de- 
livered to  Joseph,  the  unlettered   youth. 


and    in    his    humility    be    said,    I    am    not 

learned,  and  God  gave  the  gift  ol  trans- 
lation that  it  should  be  done  QOl  by  the 
wisdom   and    learning  of  men.   bul    by   the 

power  of  ibid.  (>ther  Bibb'  prophesies 
might  be  quoted  referring  to  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  but   thai  is  not  our  purpose 

al     present     to     treat     upon     that     Sacred 

Record,  but  incidentally  to  show  thai 
iis  coming  toith  furnishes  strong  evidence 

that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of 
•  bid.       How    it    would    be    possible    for   an 

unsophisticated  youth  to  devise  a  scheme 

thai  would  answer  in  its  workings  so 
minutely   the  details  of  ancient    prophesy, 

unless  God  inspired  him,  should  require 
far  more  credulity  to  believe  than  to  be 
lieve  that  he  was  sent  of  (bid.  and  thus 
attribute  to  t In-  Almighty  the  honor  for 
the  great  work.  With  this  array  of 
corroborating  witnesses,  and  the  practi- 
cal character  of  Joseph  Smith,  we  do 
not  see  the  possibility  of  bis  being  mis- 
taken any  more  than  was  I'aul,  Stephen, 
Moses,  Peter,  James  and  John  ami  all 
the  ancient  prophets  were  mistaken.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  God  hath  His 
own  way  and  does  not  show  Himself 
openly  to  all  the  people,  but  to  chosen 
witnesses.  "Him  God  raised  up  the  third 
day,  and  showed  him  openly,  not  to  all 
the  people,  but  to  witnesses  chosen  be- 
fore of  God."     (Acts  x:40-41). 

We  come  now  to  another  phase  of  evi- 
dence that  the  Gospel  has  been  restored, 
namely,  that  the  organization  of  the 
Church  as  established  by  the  prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  also  the  doctrines  taught 
by  him,  are  in  perfect  accord  with  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible.  The  proof  of 
this  will  be  found  by  reading  the  arti- 
cles in  the  Star  treating  upon  the  several 
principles  of  the  Gospel,  and  which 
would  be  too  voluminous  to  make  a  part 
of  this  article.  This  evidence  of  the 
mission  of  Joseph  Smith  is  the  stronger 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  for  seventeen  centuries  learned  men 
have  been  organizing  churches  and  teach- 
ing what  they  esteemed  to  be  the  essen- 
tials of  salvation,  without  being  able 
from  the  fragmentary  teachings  of  the 
Apostles  to  organize  a  church  with  Apos 
ties,  Prophets,  Seventies,  etc. The  force  of 
this  condition  is  also  enhanced  when 
we  think  that  each  generation  of  re- 
formers has  possessed  the  advantages 
arising  from  the  experience  and  conclu- 
sions of  each  generation  preceding  them. 
Neither  have  they  been  able  to  unite 
upon  the  principles  essential  for  man- 
kind to  obey. 

Joseph  Smith  presents  to  the 
world  a  system,  a  monument  of 
inspiration,  both  as  to  the  Scrip- 
tural evidence  that  the  organization 
is  divine  and  that  the  practical  workings 
thereof  are  perfect.  He  does  not  stop 
at  this.  He  says  to  his  followers  that 
on  condition  of  their  acceptance  of 
faith  in  God.  and  in  His  Sou.  Jesus 
Christ,  repentance  from  all  sin,  baptism 
by  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
and  the  laying  on  of  bands  by  Elders  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints,  they  shall  receive  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  the  fruits  thereof  are  the 
same  as  in  olden  times.  They  shall 
prophesy,  speak  in  tongues,  have  dreams, 
visions,  revelations,  healings  and  mira- 
cles. 'There  are  in  the  Church  today 
about  300,000  souls.  Of  this  number 
many  are  children,  but  the  many  thou- 
sands who  have  arrived  at  the  years  of 
accountability,  have  put  the  promise  to 
the  test,  and  the  universal  testimony  of 
these  people  are  that  they  have  received 
a  knowledge  from  God.  each  for  himself, 
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that  the  Lord  has  revealed  Himself  in 
this  dispensation,  sent  ■  angels  to  the 
earth,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  was  truly 
a  prophet  of  the  living  God. 

If  one  or  two  men  could  be 
deceived,  it  is  not  likely  that 
one  hundred  thousand  intelligent 
men  and  women  could  e  deceived 
on  a  proposition  so  easily  determined  as 
to  its  truth.  An  imposter  might  make 
each  a  promise,  but  could  never  fulfill  it, 
for  God  would  not  confirm  his  words 
by  verifying  the  promise.  Men  know 
this  full  well,  and  take  pains  to  prevent 
the  people  from  asking  for  the  Holy 
Ghost  with  its  extraordinary  gifts,  by 
teaching  them  that  those  gifts  are  done 
away  because  no  longer  needed.  Woe 
unto  such  teachers,  for  they  teach  "for 
doctrines  the  precepts  of  men."  They 
teach  not  the  Gospel  taught  by  Peter  and 
Paul,  and  must  suffer  the  penalty  pro- 
nounced in  the  first  chapter  of  Galatians. 
For  affidavits  certifying  to  the  working 
of  miracles  the  reader  is  referred  to  Rob- 
erts' "New  Witness  for  God,"  page  24!). 
We  ask  candidly,  could  an  inexperienced 
young  man,  who  had  never  belonged  to 
any  church,  who  was  unacquainted  with 
either  the  system  of  men  or  the  system 
of  the  New  Testament,  organize  a  church 
after  the  ancient  pattern,  teach  exactly 
the  same  principles  taught  by  the  Savior 
and  His  Apostles,  make  the  same  prom- 
ises and  these  promises  be  verified,  unless 
God  inspired  that  man,  gave  him  revela- 
tions and  commandments,  and  is  indeed, 
and  not  ra?":  *•'"  author  of  this  work? 

If  people  can  reject  such  unanswerable 
evidence,  they  can  reject  with  equal 
consistency  all  the  truths  God  ever 
taught,  all  the  miracles  He  ever  wrought, 
all  the  works  which  have  been  done 
through  His  own  beloved  Son,  all  that 
prophets  ever  said,  both  the  living  and 
the  dead,  all  that  God  will  ever  say  from 
now  until  tile  Judgment  day.  Let  us 
now  refer  to  the  test  given  by  the  Lord 
in  the  days  of  Moses  by  which  the  gen 
uineness  of  a  man's  calling  as  a  prophet 
was  tested.  "And  if  thou  shalt  say  in 
thine  heart,  how  shall  we  know  the  word 
which  the  Lord  hath  not  spoken?  when 
a  prophet  speaketh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  if  the  thing  follow  not,  nor  come 
to  pass,  that  is  the  thing  which  the 
Lord  hath  not  spoken,  but  the  prophet 
hath  spoken  it  presumptuously;  thou 
shalt  not  be  afraid  of  him."  (Dent,  xviii, 
21-22.)  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  thing 
comes  to  pass,  the  Lord  has  inspired  the 
prophet  and  the  people  are  under  the 
highest  obligations  to  heed  the  prophet's 
words.  From  the  many  predictions  ut- 
tered by  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith  we 
will  only  notice  a  few.  He  was  an  ob- 
scure boy  when  he  brought  forth  the 
Book  of  Murine  in;  only  25  years  of  age 
when  it  was  published  to  the  world.  His 
opponents  predicted  for  the  book  a 
short  life  and  humiliation  to  him  they  es- 
teemed its  author.  By  their  bitter  and 
unrelenting  opposition  they  endeavored 
to  make  good  their  words.  This  opposi- 
tion has  continued  from  then  till  now 
with  more  or  less  intensity.  Contrary  to 
the  efforts  of  wicked  men,  the  Lord 
revealed  to  Joseph  and  he  published  the 
prophesy  that  the  record  would  be  sent 
forth  to  all  nations,  that  the  wicked 
would  rage  and  seek  his  life,  that  his 
name  should  lie  known  for  good  and  for 
evil  among  the  nations,  but  that  lie 
should  be  preserved  to  fully  establish  this 
work.  This  prophesy  is  found,  with 
many  other  items  in  it,  in  the  Times  and 
Seasons,  volume  II,  No.  13,  also  in  Rob- 
erts' New  Witness,  pages  284-5. 


Since  the  utterance  of  this  prophecy 
the  Book  of  Mormon  has  been  translated 
into  about  ten  different  languages  and 
sent  to  that  many  nations,  and  is  grad- 
ually being  extended  until  it  will  be  read 
by  every  nationality  in  the  world,  wher- 
ever the  work  goes,  and  the  Elders  de- 
clare the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel,  the 
name  of  Joseph  Smith  is  presented  as 
the  earthly  head  of  the  New  Dispensa- 
tion. By  the  honest,  prayerful  and  obe 
dient  he  is  accepted  for  good.  By  those 
who  will  not  investigate  because  they  do 
not  want  more  light  and  truth,  his  name 
is  held  for  evil.  In  his  lifetime  he  was 
mobbed  in  various  ways.  On  one  occa 
sion  in  far  west  Missouri  court  martialed 
and  sentenced  to  be  shot  by  a  mob  mili- 
tia. He  was  thrust  into  prison,  tried  on 
trumped-up  charges  thirty-nine  times, 
hunted  by  day  and  by  night  by  blood- 
thirsty enemies,  and  yet  in  most  marvel- 
ous ways  his  life  was  preserved  until  he 
received  every  key,  power  and  principle 
essential  to  the  establishment  of  God's 
church  and  kingdom  on  the  earth.  Thus 
the  prophecy  above  quoted  was  literally 
fulfilled.  During  the  severe  trials  and 
dangers  they  were  subjected  to  in  1838 
in  Missouri,  when  to  all  appearances  they 
would  be  slain  while  in  the  hands  of  a 
mob  Joseph  said  to  his  brethren  in  bonds, 
"Be  of  good  cheer,  brethren,  the  word  of 
the  Lord  came  to  me  last  night  that  our 
lives  should  be  given  us,  and  that  what 
ever  we  may  suffer  during  this  captivity, 
not  one  of  our  lives  should  be  taken." 
This  prophecy  was  literally  fulfilled,  not- 
withstanding the  day  before  the  mob  had 
told  the  families  of  these  brethren  that 
they  had  seen  the  last  of  their  prophet. 
The  above  prophecy  is  quoted  from  the 
Autobiography  of  P.  P.  Pratt,  page  210. 
On  page  304  of  the  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants will  be  found  the  revelation  and 
prophecy  on  war  given  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  December  25,  1832,  which 
the  reader  is  requested  to  procure  and 
read.  It  predicts  the  great  rebellion,  and 
that  it  should  commence  in  South  Caro- 
lina, resulting  in  the  death  and  misery 
of  many  souls.  This  prediction  so  far 
as  related  to  the  late  war  was  literally 
fulfilled.  Some  have  exhausted  their  in- 
genuity to  depreciate  the  value  of  this 
prophecy,  by  claiming  that  any  far-sight- 
ed politician  could  have  foreseen  the  same 
thing.  This  prophecy  was  read  in  manu- 
script in  the  state  of  Virginia  by  Jedediah 
M.  Grant  in  1839-40.  No  one  believed  it 
except  the  few  who  accepted  Joseph 
Smith  as  a  Prophet  of  God.  They  de- 
rided the  idea  of  such  a  thing.  The 
writer  heard  the  testimony  of  Col.  Peter 
Litz  iu  Burke's  Garden,  Virginia,  in  1881', 
who  in  his  youth  had  met  Elder  Gram 
and  heard  him  read  the  prophecy  on  war. 
Col.  Litz  said  to  us :  "So  far  as  that 
prophecy  on  war  is  concerned,  I  know 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God. 
The  details  of  the  prophecy  are  such  that 
no  honest  man  who  reads  it  carefully  and 
acquaints  himself  with  the  history  of  the 
war  can  deny  the  force  of  that  inspired 
prediction. 

(To  Be   Continued.) 


As  a  general  rule  it  is  wise  to  drop 
from  conversation,  and,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, from  memory,  all  that  is  unpleasant, 
or  sad,  or  wrong,  unless  there  be  sonu 
positive  and  urgent  reason  for  recalling 
it.  Such  things  perish  far  more  quickly 
by  neglect  than  by  exposure,  while 
everything  which  is  good,  and  just,  and 
beautiful  is  quickened  and  strengthened 
by  being  brought  to  the  light  and  em 
phasized. 

History   is   philosophy   teaching   by   ex- 
ample.—  Macaulay. 


Influence  of  Religion  on  the  Mind. 

BY  SIR  HUMPHREY  DAVY. 

The  doctrine  of  the  materialists  was 
always,  even  in  my  youth,  a  cold,  heavy, 
dull  and  insupportable  doctrine  to  me, 
and  necessarily  tending  to  atheism.  When 
I  had  heard,  with  disgust,  in  the  dissect- 
ing rooms,  the  plan  of  the  physiologist, 
of  the  gradual  accretion  of  matter,  and 
its  becoming  endowed  with  irritability, 
ripening  into  sensibility,  and  acquiring 
sued  organs  as  were  necessary  by  its  own 
inherent  forces,  and  at  last  issuing  into 
intellectual  existence,  a  walk  into  the 
green  fields  or  woods,  by  the  banks  of  riv- 
ers, brought  back  my  feelings  from  nature 
to  God.  I  saw  in  all  the  powers  of  mat- 
ter the  instruments  of  the  Deity.  The 
sunbeams,  the  breath  of  the  zephyr,  awak- 
ening animation  in  forms  prepared  by 
divine  intelligence  to  receive  it,  the  in- 
sensate seed,  the  slumbering  eggs  which 
were  to  be  vivified,  appeared,  like  the 
new-born  animal,  works  of  a  divine  mind ; 
I  saw  love  as  the  creative  principle  in 
the  material  world,  and  this  love  only  as 
a  divine  attribute.  Then  my  own  mind 
I  felt  connected  with  new  sensations  and 
indefinite  hopes — a  thirst  for  immortality ; 
the  great  names  of  other  ages  and  of  dis- 
tant nations  appeared  to  me  to  be  still 
living  around  me,  and  even  in  the  fan- 
cied movements  of  the  heroic  and  great, 
I  saw,  as  it  were,  the  decrees  of  the  in- 
destructibility of  mind.  These  feelings, 
though  generally  considered  as  poetical, 
yet,  I  think,  offer  a  sound  philosophical 
argument  in  favor  of  the  immortality  of 
the  soul.  In  all  the  habits  and  instincts 
of  young  animals,  their  feelings  and  move- 
ments, may  be  traced  an  intimate  rela- 
tion to  their  improved  perfect  state ;  their 
sports  have  always  affinities  to  their 
modes  of  hunting  or  catching  their  food  ; 
and  young  birds,  even  in  the  nest,  show 
marks  of  fondness  which,  when  their 
frames  are  developed,  become  signs  of 
actions  necessary  to  the  reproduction  and 
preservation  of  the  species.  The  desire 
of  glory,  of  honor,  of  immortal  fame,  and 
of  constant  knowledge,  so  usual  in  young 
persons  of  well-constituted  minds,  can- 
not, I  think,  be  other  than  symptoms  of 
the  infinite  and  progressive  nature  of  the 
intellect — hopes  which  as  they  cannot  be 
gratified  here,  belong  to  a  frame  of  mind 
suited  to  a  nobler  state  of  existence. 

Religion,  whether  natural  or  revealed, 
has  always  the  same  beneficial  influence 
on  the  mind.  In  youth,  in  health  and 
prosperity,  it  awakens  feelings  of  grati- 
tude and  sublime  love,  and  purifies  at  the 
same  time  it  exalts.  £Sut  it  is  in  misfor- 
tune, in  sickness,  in  age  that  its  effects 
are  most  truly  and  beneficially  felt ;  when 
suomission  in  faith  and  humble  trust  in 
the  divine  will,  from  duties  becomes  pleas- 
ures, undecaying  sources  of  consolation. 
Then,  it  creates  powers  which  were  be 
lieved  to  be  extinct ;  and  gives  a  fresh- 
ness to  the  mind,  which  was  supposed  to 
have  passed  away  forever,  but  which  is 
now  renovated  as  an  immortal  hope. 
Then  it  is  the  Pharos,  guiding  the  wav- 
tossed  mariner  to  his  home — as  the  calm 
and  beautiful  still  basins  or  fiords,  sur- 
rounded by  tranquil  groves  and  pastoral 
meadows,  to  the  Norwegian  pilot  escap- 
ing from  a  heavy  storm  in  the  North  sea 
— or  as  the  green  and  dewy  spot,  gushing 
with  fountains,  to  the  exhausted  and 
thirsty  traveler  in  the  midst  of  the  desert. 
Its  influence  outlives  all  earthly  enjoy- 
ments and  becomes  stronger  as  the  or- 
gans decay  and  the  frame  dissolves.  It 
appears  as  that  evening  star  of  light  in 
the  horizon  of  life,  which  we  are  sure, 
is  to  become,  in  another  season,  a  morning 
star;  and  it  throws  its  radiance  through 
the  gloom   and  shadow  of  death. 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

I.  W_e  believe  in  Ood  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  Bis  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

8.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  ova 
tins,  aod  not  for  Adam'B  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  t»  the  laws  and  ordi. 
Dances  of  the  Gospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel  are  :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  6econd, 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

5.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  bands,"  by  those  who  are 
Id  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi* 
nances  thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  in 
the  primitive  church — namely,  Apostles,  Prophets,  Pastors, 
Teachers,  Evaogelists,  etc. 

.7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
Is  translated  correctly  ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  does 
Dow  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent ;  that  Christ  will  re'gn  person- 
filly  upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  aod 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

12.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
tbey  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates  ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  «We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  aoything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  then* 
»hiogs.-JOSEPH  6MIIU. 


Book  of  Mormons  sold  during  the 
week  ending  July  20th,  should  read  9, 
whereas  it  reads  1  in  North  Ala.  Conference. 


A  change  of  associates  will  often  re- 
move a  temptation  which  has  defied 
every  toilsome  effort  to  overcome  it,  and 
a  healthful  regime  has  made  possihle 
what  no  previous  exertion,  however 
strenuous,  could  effect. 


Conference  presidents  should  remem- 
ber the  changes  made  in  their  weekly  re- 
ports, and  send  them  in  as  follows: 

Miles  Walked,  Miles  Rode.  Families 
Visited,  Families  Revisited.  Refused  En- 
tertainment, Tracts  Distributed.  Dodgers 
Distributed,  Books  .Sold,  Books  Other- 
wise Distributed,  Meetings  Held.  Gospel 
Conversations,  Children  Blessed,  Bap- 
tisms.  Book   of   Mormon    Sold. 


ETERNAL 
PUNISHMENT 


^"11  B  following  from  the 
[C  Christian  ( iliscrver  of 
V^  Aug.  L'.'i,  is  both  ex- 
pressive and  impressive.  It  expresses  clearly 
the  ideas  of  certain    heathen    nations,   and 

also  impresses  one  with  the  narrow  con- 
ception i'I'  eternal  justice  held  by  the  sec- 
tarian   world: 

Without  doubt  Hie  most  awful  thought 
ever  presented   to  the  human   mind   is  the 

doctrine  of  endless  punishment.  I  wonder 
If  there  are  any  of  my  readers  who  beard 
Dr.  Dabney's  grand  sermon  on  this  theme, 
lie  preached  It  first,  I  believe,  at  Hamp- 
den Sidney,  and  he  was  not  arguing  to 
prove    the    doctrine,     but    simply    to    show 

that  none  of  the  objections  to  it  seemed  to 
him  strong  enough  to  risk  ids  Immortal  In- 
terests upon.  Willi  great  and  repeated  em- 
phasis he  asserted  that  no  one  would  wel- 
come with  more  joy  than  he  would,  any 
proof  that  It  was  not  a  true  doctrine,  pro- 
vided such  proof  could  be  shown  to  be  con- 
sistent with  God's  glory  and  His  revealed 
word. 

Considering  the  wholesale  rejection  of 
this  doctrine  in  Christian  countries  in  spite 
of  the  Bible's  statements  on  the  subject, 
it  seems  very  strange  that  the  heathen 
should  have  accepted  such  a  belief;  and  yet 
I'lato  teaches  it  clearly,  and  though  he  re- 
jected many  things  taught  by  Homer, 
whose  writings  came  as  near  to  being  a 
Bible  to  the  Greeks  as  anything  they  had, 
he  plainly  believes  that  in  this  short  life 
a  man  niaj  sin  so  outrageously  as  to  be- 
come incurable  in  character,  and  so  be 
compelled  to  undergo  tortures  that  have 
no  end. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  Phaedo,  the  im- 
mortal dialogue  in  which  Is  discussed  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  Plato  gives,  in 
mythical  dress,  a  view  of  the  other  world. 
Some  who  go  there  are  curable,  and  after 
suffering  awhile  come  out  from  the  place 
of  torment.  Others  are  such  dreadful  sin- 
ners that  they  are  incurable,  and  are  hurled 
down  to  Tartarus,  from  which  they  never 
come  out.  He  teaches  the  same  doctrine, 
though  more  explicitly,  in  the  Gorgias. 
The  incurable  sinners,  he  says,  are  not 
punished  with  any  hope  of  doing  them  any 
good,  but  only  as  a  warning  to  others, 
when  these  see  the  incurable  offenders 
"suffering  for  all  time  (ton  aei  chronon) 
the  greatest  and  most  painful  and  most 
frightful  sufferings  on  account  of  their 
crimes;"  and  Plato  then  appeals  to  Homer 
for  examples  of  men  who  are  suffering 
vengeance   "for  all  time." 

It  may  be  instructive  to  note  that  in  this 
passage  Plato  represents  the  judge  who 
assigns  the  punishment  as  not  knowing 
whose  soul  he  is  condemning.  All  that  the 
judge  sees  is  the  naked  soul,  and  when  it 
is  manifestly  incurable,  no  effort  is  made 
to  restore  it.  Its  own  long  indulgence  in 
wickedness  has  so  changed  its  very  nature 
that  nothing  can  now  be  done  for  it.  One 
is  reminded  of  the  fearful  moral  enforced 
by  Uobert  Louis  Stevenson  in  his  "Strange 
Case  of  Dr.  Jekyil  and  Mr.  Hyde."  The 
respectable  and  respected  doctor  indulged 
the  Hyde  nature  so  long  that  at  last  he 
lost  his  original  identity  and  became  Mr. 
Hyde  permanently;  nor  could  his  agonized 
search  hnd  any  remedy  potent  enough  lo 
restore   the   original   nature. 

PROP.    ADDISON    HOGUE, 

Washington  and  Lee  University,  Lexing- 
ton, Va. 

Many  people  are  in  the  position  of  Dr. 
Dabney  and  would  prefer  to  disbelieve 
the  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  if  they 
were  able  to  bud  proof  iu  the  Scripture 
to  justify  their  claims.  Our  purpose  in 
discussing  this  subject  is  not  to  deprive 
any  of  the  belief  in  hell,  which  is  so 
ueccessary  an  appendage  to  their  religious 
fabric,  but  to  assist  the  many  honest- 
hearted  souls  who  are  desirous  of  learn- 
ing Gospel  truths  that  tbey  might  be  ex- 
alted in  the  Kingdom  of  Cod.  If  Prof. 
Hogue  understood  the  Bible  teachings  he 
would  not  be  startled  at  the  doctrine  as 
taught  by  the  heathens,  and  it  is  ab- 
surd to  suppose  that  such  teachings 
were  derived  from  inspired  men  in  by- 
gone ages. 

From  Hebrews  0:1-2  we  learn  that  the 
doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  is  as 
much  a  part  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  as 
faith,  repentance  or  resurrection  from 
the  dead.  Justice  is  an  essential  attrib- 
ute of  Deity;  it  is  as  neccessary  in  gov- 
ernment  as  love  and   mercy;   it   demands 


that  man  shall  acipiiesce  to  divine  law, 
without  which  there  woultl  be  no  older, 
and  order  is  "Ibe  Bret  law  of  heaven." 
Justice  is  an  eternal  attribute  of  God, 
il  governs  law,  and  consequently  when 
law  is  violated,  it  calls  for  a  restitution 
of      the   same.        Il      is      by      law      thai 

penalties  an-  affixed,  and  we  find  in 
Deuteronomy,   the  28th   chapter,   begin 

ning  with  the  15th  rene,  "If  thou  wift 
not  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
i  by  God,  to  observe  to  do  all  If  is  com- 
mandments and  His  statutes  which  I 
command  von  this  day;  all  these  curses 
shall    come    upon    thee,"    etc.      In    .Mark, 

16:16,  we  read,  "He  that  believed)  and 

is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  and  he  that 
bclieveth  not  shall  be  damned."  Here 
we  find  penalties  affixed  for  the  violation 
of  the  laws  of  God. 

The  Scripture  plainly  teaches  that 
some  will  be  punished  here  in  this  life 
for  the  sins  which  they  commit.  Among 
the  ancient  Israelites  an  adulterer  was 
put  to  death,  and  in  Hebrews  12:6-12, 
I  Timothy  5:24  and  Revelations  3:19  we 
find  that  some  men  are  punished  here, 
the  sins  of  others  go  before  them  to 
judgment,  and  the  promise  of  Almighty 
God  that  whomsoever  He  loves  He  re- 
bukes and  chastens.  Others  will  be  pun- 
ished at  Christ's  second  coming,  for 
"when  Christ  comes  in  the  glory  of  His 
Father  with  His  angels  He  will  reward 
every  man  according  to  his  works."  Jus- 
tice is  a  reward,  so  those  who  have 
sinned  will  be  rewarded  by  having  jus- 
tice meted  out  to  them.  That  justice 
will  be  given  to  the  ungodly  at  the  sec- 
ond advent  of  our  Savior  is  further 
proven  by  Jude  15  and  II  Thessolians, 
1:7-10,  "to  execute  judgment  upon  all" 
— wicked  not  excluded,  and  "taking  ven- 
geance on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  Indeed  there  is  no  time 
when  justice  is  curtailed,  for  between 
death  and  the  resurrection  Christ 
preached  to  the  antediluvians  who  had 
rejected  the  message  of  Noah  (I  Peter, 
3:201. 

Paul  tells  us  in  the  ninth  chapter  and 
twenty-seventh  verse  of  his  epistle  to 
the  Hebrews,  "and  it  is  appointed  unto 
man  once  to  die,  and  after  this  the 
judgment,"  which  time  John  described 
when  he  saw  in  prophetic  vision  "the 
dead,  small  and  great,  stand  before  God; 
*  *  *  and  the  dead  were  judged  out 
of  those  things  which  were  written  in  the 
books,  according  to  their  works."  That 
sins  are  forgiven  beyond  the  veil  is  fur- 
ther proved  by  Matthew  12:31-32  and 
Mark  3:28,  "but  whosoever  speaketh 
against  the  Holy  Ghost  it  shall  not  be 
forgiven  him.  neither  in  this  world,  neither 
in  the  world  to  come."  These  passages 
also  teach  us  that  there  are  some  sins 
for  which  there  is  no  remission  neither 
in  time  nor  in  eternity;  but  this  punish- 
ment is  restricted  to  those  who  have 
been  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
anil  the  glory  of  the  world  to  come. 
God  is  an  eternal  being;  His  love  is 
eternal.  His  justice  and  punishment  are 
eternal,  each  attribute  He  possesses  is 
eternal:  but  to  say  that  God  will  al- 
ways punish  a  sinner  is  equivalent  to 
saving  He  will  always  love,  and  have 
mercy,  which  is  contrary  to  Holy  Writ. 
The  people  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  had 
imposed  upon  His  love  so  long  that  it 
was  removed  from  them  and  fire  from 
heaven  destroyed  the  cities.  The  Lord 
became  angry  with  Israel  and  would 
have  destroyed  them  had  it  not  been  for 
the  pleadings  of  Moses. 

How  absurd  it  is  to  say  that  God  will 
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punish  "forever  aud  ever"  all  who  vio- 
late His  laws.  Suppose  a  fourteen-year- 
old  child  dies  without  having  accepted 
Jesus  as  its  Savior,  will  a  just  God  pun- 
ish this  child  the  same  as  the  man  who 
lived  a  life  of  debauchery  aud  committed 
every  sin  in  the  catalogue  of  crime?  Rea- 
son stands  aghast.  How  is  it  possible 
that  people  will  draw  such  conclusions 
when  we  are  to  be  judged  according  to 
our  works  (Jeremiah  10:10,  Matthew  12: 
80-37  and  10:27,  II  Corinthians  5:10  and 
Revelations  20:12-15).  Do  the  child 
and  the  villain  commit  equal  sins?  How 
then  is  it  possible  for  a  just  God  to  pun- 
ish them  equally?  There  is  another  class 
to  whom  we  might  refer,  the  people  who 
have  never  heard  of  Christ  nor  His 
teachings.  How  is  it  possible  for  them 
to  believe  in  something  of  which  they 
know  nothing?  To  say  .that  a  just  God 
will  punish  them  forever  aud  ever  for 
not  believing  in  something  of  which  they 
had  no  knowledge  is  as  unreasonable  as 
it  is  unscriptural,  and  we  find  recorded 
in  Romans  2:12,  "those  who  have  sinned 
without  law  will  also  perish  without 
law." 

From  a  standpoint  of  reason  nothing 
can  possibly  be  more  absurd  than  to 
say  that  the  above  classes  should  receive 
equal  punishment.  Man  is  subject  to 
err,  and  the  chasm  between  his  ideas 
of  justice  and  those  of  God  is  indeed 
wide.  Suppose  two  culprits  were 
brought  before  a  judge — one  was  guilty 
of  murder,  the  other  in  passing  the 
home  of  a  neighbor  had  awoke  the  in- 
mates by  his  loud  singing.  The  latter 
says  to  the  judge,  "My  offense  is  minor 
in  comparison  with  the  murderer,  and  you 
should  release  me,"  but  the  judge  says, 
"No,  you  are  equally  guilty  in  that  you 
have  botli  broken  the  law."  What  would 
we  think  if  the  judge  should  say,  "There 
are  but  two  alternatives;  you  are  both 
guilty,  and  both  must  die?"  Should 
such  a  decision  be  rendered  the  Chris- 
tian world  would  lift  its  voice  in  holy 
horror  and  endeavor  to  depose  the  judge, 
calling  him  depraved  and  vicious,  and 
placing  him  far  beneath  the  Christian 
idea  of  justice.  In  the  same  breath  they 
sink  the  justice  of  God  on  a  parity  and 
say  "how  lenient  God  is."  They  will 
say,  "Oh,  yes,  if  you  don't  come  and  get 
"religion  you  will  go  to  hell  and  burn  in 
the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone  forever 
aud  ever." 

If  the  United  States  were  an  eternal 
government  its  justice  would  be  eternal: 
if  it  were  unchangeable  it  always  would 
punish  sinners,  and  it'  justice  were  meted 
to  all,  they  would  be  punished  in  pro- 
portion to  the  crime,  and  when  the  de- 
mands of  justice  were  satisfied  they 
would  be  released.  It  is  so  in  the  King- 
dom of  God.  God  is  the  highest  type  of 
justice.  He  is  everlasting  and  unchange- 
able, and  will  always  punish  sin.  His 
punishment  is  eternal  because  He  is 
eternal.  Eternal  is  one  of  His  names, 
and  eternal  punishment  is  used  in  the 
sense  of  Cod's  punishment  and  not  in 
regard  to  individual  punishment.  He 
will  beat  with  many  stripes  all  who  com- 
mit sins  worthy  of  the  same,  and  few 
stripes  will  be  given  to  those  whose  sins 
are  few.  When  justice  has  been  satis- 
fied mercy  claims  the  rest,  and  the  sin- 
ner is  free.  How  beautiful  is  this  plan 
of  eternal  justice!  How  consistent  with 
the  words  of  the  Savior,  "Be  ye  perfect 
as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect." 
Paul  tells  us  in  Hebrews  0:1  that  after 
the  resurrection  and  eternal  judgment 
we  are  to  "go  on  unto  perfection,"  and 
not    until   then    will    the   measure   of   our 


creation  be  filled.  The  intelligence  we 
acquire  in  this  life  will  assist  us  in  eter- 
nity. Why  will  not  the  world  accept  the 
teachinigs  of  the  Gospel  when  their  su- 
periority over  the  teachings  of  heathen- 
dom, adopted  by  modern  Christianity, 
is  so  plainly  visible? 


THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  EARTH. 

Has  science  made  enough  progress  to 
enable  us  to  get  an  idea  of  what  destiny 
is  reserved  for  the  earth  and  its  inhab- 
itants? We  know  that  astronomers  have 
already  answered  this  question  in  a  gen- 
eral way.  Geologists,  also,  who  have 
traced  in  broad  lines  the  history  of  our 
planet  since  life  appeared  on  its  surface, 
hundreds  of  millions  of  years  ago,  have 
expressed  their  opinion.  There  are,  in 
fact,  scientific  data  sufficiently  accurate 
for  us  to  reason  upon,  and  from  which 
to  draw  inferences  that  should  not  be 
taxed  with  hardihood  or  temerity.  I 
wish  to  describe  briefly  here  the  way  in 
which  scientists  expect  the  end  of  the 
world  to  take  place — I  say  the  end,  be- 
cause we  know  the  changes  that  it  has 
undergone,  if  not  since  it  was  in  the  ne- 
bulous state.  *  *  *  at  least  since  it 
became  a  planet.  At  this  period  the  as- 
tronomer leaves  the  history  of  our  globe 
and  the  geologist  begins  to  study  it. 

According  to  the  ideas  of  astronomers, 
the  earth  was  detached  from  the  solar 
nebula,  and,  after  being  a  "miniature 
sun,"  was  condensed  by  cooling.  Losing 
its  heat  by  radiation  in  space,  the  fiery 
globe  became  covered  with  a  solid,  dark 
crust.  The  solid  layer  then  acted  as  a 
barrier  to  the  radiation  of  the  molten 
mass  beneath,  for  rock  has  a  feeble  con- 
ductive power.  The  sun,  then,  is  the 
sole  source  of  heat  that  has  supported, 
and  that  yet  supports,  the  terrestrial 
surface.  On  the  formation  of  the  solid 
crust  the  water  vapor  diffused  through- 
out the  atmosphere  condensed  little  by 
little,  and  water  accumulated  in  the  first 
depressions  of  the  surface.  Thus  were 
formed  the  first  oceans,  in  which  life 
was  soon  to  manifest  itself  in  the  most 
rudimentary  organized  forms.  While 
these  forms  went  on  to  develop  into  more 
perfect  types,  distributed  uniformly  over 
the  globe,  the  cooling  of  the  earth  con- 
tinued; foldings  resulting  from  its  con- 
traction appeared  on  the  surface,  and  its 
internal  activity  showed  itself,  at  in- 
tervals, in  various  regions  in  the  form 
of  volcanic  eruptions. 

The  earth's  profile  thus  became  more 
accentuated  by  the  elevation  of  moun- 
tains and  the  lowering  of  the  first  oceanic 
depressions.  It  is  probable  that  vegeta- 
tion then  appealed  on  the  first  continents, 
whose  temperature  must  have  been  trop- 
ical. But  the  outline  of  the  surface  did 
not  depend  solely  on  the  contraction  of 
the  earth's  crust,  but  also  on  erosion, 
due  to  atmospheric  agencies.  While  the 
contraction,  by  lateral  folding  or  verti- 
cal depression  of  layers,  raised  or  low- 
ered considerable  portions  of  our  planet, 
erosion  produced  an  inverse  effect,  since 
by  the  action  of  rain,  ice,  and  variation 
of  temperature,  it  disintegrated  the 
rocks  and  reduced  them  to  powder,  which 
it  transported  and  heaped  up  in  the  de- 
pressions of  the  crust.  Consequently 
eoni  ruction  accentuates,  or  at  least  pre- 
serves, in  one  form  or  another,  the  relief 
of  the  surface,  which  denundation  is 
working  to  obliterate.  The  resultant  of 
these  two  opposite  agencies  gives  us  the 
form  of  the  globe  at  any  given  moment. 

In    the    course    of    geologic    time    con- 


traction formed  mountain  chains.  *  *  * 
Til.'  tirst  mountains,  which  were  as  high 
as  those  of  today,  have  in  great  part  dis- 
appeared by  erosion;  there  remain  only 
fragments,  which  the  study  of  geology 
alone  enables  us  to  identify.  *  *  * 
As  cooling  continued,  climates  became 
differentiated,  and  to  the  lower  plants 
ami  the  invertebrate  animals  succeeded 
higher  forms;  fishes,  reptiles,  birds,  mam- 
mals, and  finally  man.  The  human  spe- 
cies had  not  yet  appeared  on  the  earth 
when  the  Pyrenees,  the  Alps,  the  Capa- 
tliians,  and  the  Himalayas  were  formed. 
These  are  a  part  of  the  same  mountain 
chain,  whose  relief  is  in  great  degree  pre- 
served, because  it  is  the  most  recent 
chain  and  the  action  of  time  has  altered 
it  least.  As  long  as  contraction  shall  con- 
tinue there  will  be  mountain  chains,  a 
very  accentuated  relief,  continental 
masses,  aud  consequently  an  easy  flow- 
ing of  waters  to  the  sea.  But  when  by 
cooling  the  crust  shall  become  sufficiently 
thick  and  solid  to  prevent  lateral  fold- 
ing, mountains  will  no  longer  be  formed, 
and  then,  as  denundation  alone  will  act, 
it  will  level  the  surface  little  by  little. 
Then,  by  the  partial  tilling  of  the  oceanic 
basins,  by  the  greater  and  greater  diffi- 
culty of  flow  (due  to  lack  of  slope)  of 
water  toward  the  sea,  the  continental 
masses  will  be  divided,  by  channels  of 
greater  or  less  size,  into  true  archipela- 
goes. At  this  time  there  will  be  on  the 
earth  no  more  water  surface  than  at 
present,  but  this  water  will  be  differently 
distributed.  Nothing  shows  that  at  this 
period,  far  in  the  future,  life  will  be  im- 
possible on  the  earth.  Nevertheless,  al- 
though the  essential  elements  of  air  aud 
water  will  not  be  lacking,  cold  will  cer- 
tainly bring  about  a  change  in  the  char- 
acter of  life,  and  a  partial  disappearance 
of  living  creatures  from  its  surface. 

M.  Dollo,  the  learned  Brussels  profes- 
sor, from  whom  we  take  some  pages  in 
this  article,  asks  whether  some  other 
planet  may  not  have  already  reached  the 
stage  that  we  have  just  predicted  for  our 
globe?  There  is  one,  in  fact,  the  planet 
Mars,  of  our  own  solar  system.  *      *     * 

After  the  earth  shall  have  reached  the 
phase  represented  today  by  Mars,  what 
will  become  of  it?  Instead  of  consisting 
of  a  crust  and  a  fluid  nucleus,  it  will  be 
completely  solid.  It  will  then  absorb  in- 
to its  crevices  the  whole  of  its  air  and 
its  water.  This  will  easily  occur,  for  ex- 
perience shows  that  for  this  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  lie  only  one-third  as  porous 
and  only  one-hundredth  as  full  of  fis- 
sures as  the  granites  that  are  now  tra- 
versed by  millions  of  veins  of  harder 
rock.  These  fissures,  which  can  no 
longer  be  tilled  with  molten  rock  from 
I  he  depths  of  the  earth,  will  be  occupied 
by  water.  *  *  *  If  life  has  not  al- 
ready ceased  by  this  time,  it  will  then  be 
no  longer  possible.  And  after  this.  Af- 
terward, the  fissures  will  increase  as  the 
mass  contracts  further,  aud  the  earth, 
cracked,  dislocated,  and  finally  broken  in 
pieces,  will  rush  through  space  as  a 
shower  of  meteorites.  The  fissures  ob- 
served on  the  moon's  surface  and  the 
meteorites  that  fall  on  our  globe  enable 
us  to  believe  in  such  a  future  state  for 
the  earth.  Such,  briefly  summed  up, 
are  the  series  of  phases  through  which 
our  globe  has  passed  aud  probably  will 
pass. — Dr.  Philip  Glangeand,  in  La  Na- 
ture. 

A    busy    world   shoves   angrily  aside 

The  man  who  stands,  his  anus  akimbo  set 

Until   occasion    I  ells   him    what,   to   do. 

And  he  who  waits  to  have  his  task  marked 

out 
Will   die  anil   leave  his  errand   unfiillilled. 
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THE  DOCTRINE  OF  TITHING. 


Remarks  Made  at  the  Weber  Stake  Conference,  Ogden,  Utah,  Monday,  July  31 


l'.Y    I'UKSIlllONT   (;iOHK(!K   Q.    CANNON. 


I  do  not  recollect  ever  attending  a  con- 
ference where  one  subject  has  been  dwelt 
upon  from  »n  many  different  standpoints 
as  we  have  hoard  the  doctrine  of  tithing 
during  this  conference.  The  subject 
ought  certainly  to  be  impressed  upon 
every  mind;  and  I  hope  that  whatever 
resolutions  are  adopted  in  our  minds  we 
shall  endeavor  to  make  them  permanent, 
and  to  make  the  practice  of  paying  tith- 
ing a  permanent  practice.  Periodically 
we  hear  a  great  many  addresses  upon 
the  Word  of  Wisdom,  and  for  a  little 
while  the  people  observe  it  with  consid- 
erable strictness.  After  a  while,  how- 
ever, they  get  careless  again,  until  some- 
body comes  along  and  fires  them  up  once 
more;  then  good  resolutions  are  renewed. 
I  hope  this  will  not  be  the  case  with  this 
subject  of  tithing,  but  that  we  shall  from 
this  time  forth  observe  the  law  strictly. 
as  we  have  been  counseled  to  do.  All 
these  instructions  and  warnings  we  re- 
ceive are  for  a  purpose.  If  we  have  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  ourselves,  we  know 
that  they  are  from  the  Lord,  and  that 
they  are  good  for  us.  The  Lord  has  a 
design  in  this,  and  it  should  be  clear  to 
all  those  who  reflect  upon  the  subject. 

There  is  one  principle  which,  if  culti- 
vated and  exercised,  as  it  should  be,  will 
make  it 

Easy  to  Pay  Tithing', 
and  that  is  the  principle  of  faith.  We 
should  have  a  firm  belief  that  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  pay  tithing;  and  when  we 
become  thoroughly  convinced  of  this, 
then  the  payment  of  tithing  will  be  a 
pleasure  to  us  all.  But  without  this 
principle  of  faith  and  confidence  in  God, 
and  a  perfect  reliance  in  His  word  as 
given  through  Malachi,  we  may  find  it  a 
difficult  thing.  I  pay  tithing  because  I 
think  it  is  a  profitable  thing  in  every  di- 
rection. I  regard  it  as  a  good  invest- 
ment. But  I  do  not  do  it  for  that  alone. 
I  do  it  because  God  has  commanded  it.  I 
have  always  known  it  to  be  a  correct 
principle,  since  I  was  old  enough  to  re- 
flect upon  it.  I  have  paid  tithing,  there- 
fore, from  principle,  believing  that  it 
not  only  benefits  me  spiritually  (which  is 
the  most  important  of  all),  but  that  it 
enable*  me  to  go  to  the  Lord  in  faith  and 
ask  Him  for  that  which  I  need.  Many 
years  ago  I  was  in  a  very  tight  place 
financially,  and  I  determined  to  put 
aside  all  I  could  as  tithing.  One  day  the 
Bishop  of  the  ward  met  me  on  the  street, 
and  said:  "'Brother  George,  you  are 
paying  a  pretty  good  tithing."  "No, 
Bishop,"  said  I,  "I  am  not  paying  the 
tithing  of  that  which  I  have  received;  I 
am  paying  the  tithing  of  that  which  I 
would  like  to  receive."  And  sure  tnough 
the  next  year  I  had  as  much  income  as 
I  had  paid  tithing  on  the  previous  year. 
Now,  men  will  say  that  that  merely  hap- 
pened so.  Well,  all  these  things  happen, 
don't  they?  I  was  relieved  from  my  dif- 
ficulty, and  I  had  my  faith  confirmed. 
I  have  tried  to  follow  that  principle  a 
good  deal  since.  I  can  therefore  bear 
testimony  that  it  is  a  good  thing.  I 
have  faith  in  it,  and  I  have  tried  to  carry 
it  out. 

Tradition   Must  be  Put  Aside. 
Let  us  all  have  faith  in  this  principle. 
Let  us  look  at  it  in  its  true  light.  The 
trouble  is,  a  great  many  men  and  women 


look  at  things  from  the  standpoint  of 
their  traditions.  They  have  been  trained 
in  the  world  that  they  must  see  a  thing 
worked  out  upon  natural  principles,  or 
upon  principles,  or  in  ways,  with  which 
they  are  familiar,  or  they  have  no  con- 
fidence in  it.  That  is  the  faith  of  the 
world.  Men  do  not  understand  how  our 
Elders  can  go  out  into  the  world  and 
preach  the  Gospel  without  purse  and 
scrip;  in  fact,  they  do  not  believe  it  is 
done,  because  it  is  contrary  to  their  ex- 
perience and  training.  If  they  engage 
in  any  labor  of  this  kind,  they  must  have 
money  to  live  upon.  But  God  has  com- 
manded us  to  go  without  purse  and  scrip 
— and  with  what  results'/  Hundreds  of 
our  Elders  who  have  gone  forth  in  this 
way  can  testify  that  they  have  been  fed 
and  clothed,  and  money  has  been  given 
to  them.  I  have  preached  for  years  in 
this  manner;  and  I  am  thankful  to  be 
able  to  say  that  I  never  asked  a  congre- 
gation in  my  life  for  a  cent  for  myself. 
When  I  wanted  anything  I  went  to  the 
Lord.  If  time  would  permit  I  could 
tell  a  great  many  incidents  in  which  my 
prayers  for  help  have  been  answered.  I 
have  had  money  increase  in  my  hands 
miraculously. 

Inspiring    Reiiiiniscenees. 

After  1  had  been  to  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands and  translated  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon into  that  language,  I  was  sent  to 
California  on  a  mission.  Brother  Parley 
P.  Pratt  was  going  to  publish  a  paper, 
and  had  given  out  the  prospectus,  and  I 
was  set  apart  to  help  him  and  to  publisu 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  When  I  reached 
there  he  had  been  led  to  return  and  had 
started  home.  I  followed  him,  and  he 
set  me  apart  to  preside  over  the  Califor- 
nia Mission  and  to  carry  out  what  he 
had  undertaken.  I  was  quite  young,  and 
looked  younger  than  I  was,  and  when  I 
got  back  to  San  Francisco  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  of  the  branch  said  to  me: 
"Now,  if  you  have  a  thousand  dollars 
you  can  open  an  office  here."  "Well," 
said  I,  "I  have  not  got  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  I  am  going  to  open  an  office.  I 
have  been  sent  to  do  this  work,  and  I  am 
going  to  do  it."  They  did  not  believe 
a  word  of  it.  Brother  Pratt  had  told  me 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  I  could  get 
a  meal  of  victuals  in  San  Francisco,  al- 
though there  was  a  ranch  there.  But 
the  Lord  opened  my  way  wonderfully, 
and  He  multiplied  money  in  my  hands. 
You  may  think  that  incredible,  but  I 
know  I  did  more  with  five  dollars  than 
I  could  do  with  twenty  dollars  under  or- 
dinary circumstances.  He  enabled  me 
to  do  things  with  a  small  amount  of 
money  that  would  have  been  impossible 
under  other  circumstances.  And  this  is 
the  experience  of  other  Elders.  How 
many  in  this  congregation  could  rise  up 
and  testify  how  in  1865,  when  there  was 
a  scarcity  of  provisions  here,  the  Lord 
increased  their  food.  I  have  heard  El- 
ders relate  wonderful  incidents  of  this, 
just  as  wonderful  as  the  story  in  the 
Bible  of  the  manner  the  Lord  increased 
the  barrel  of  meal  and  the  cruse  of  oil 
belonging  to  the  widow  who  fed  the 
Prophet  Elijah.  Such  instances  have 
been  frequent  among  us.  The  Lord  is 
able  to  do  these  things,  brethren  and  sis- 


ters.     All   we   need   is   to  have   faith   in 
Him. 

Titliinur  mid   HuslnesM. 

I  have  heard  the  argument  used  that 
our  mei'Cha&tB,  because  they  pay  their 
tithing,  do  not  stand  the  same  chance 
as  the  non-Mormon  merchants.  That 
is  the  argument  of  the  unbeliever.  Is 
God  not  able  to  more  than  compensate 
them  for  that  which  they  doV  The  far- 
mer might  say  that  because  he  pays 
one-tenth  of  the  products  of  his  farm 
as  tithing  he  cannot  compete  with  the 
farmer  who  does  not  observe  this  law. 
Satan  makes  suggestions  of  this  wind 
to  those  who  will  listen  to  him.  But  the 
experience  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  en- 
tirely disproves  this.  Have  we  not 
prospered  in  the  laud?  All  who  will 
open  their  eyes  can  see  that  this  people 
have  prospered  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left  in  obeying  the  command 
ments  of  God.  Who  of  us  gre  any  poorer 
for  going  on  missions?  For  a  period  of 
fifteen  years  I  was  away  from  home 
constantly,  with  the  exception  of  nine 
months.  My  family  Jived  as  best  they 
could,  for  I  had  no  means  too  give  them. 
What  has  God  done  for  me?  Has  He 
repaid  me  for  that  fifteen  years  of  con- 
stant service?  Then  I  have  been  in  His 
service  ever  since,  and  have  tilled  a 
great  many  missions.  Has  He  blessed 
me?  I  testify  to  you  that  He  has;  He 
has  rewarded  me  abundantly.  In  bear- 
ing this  testimony  concerning  myself,  I 
know  I  am  telling  the  experience  of  all 
these  men  around  me.  Those  who  have 
devoted  themselves  to  the  work  of  God 
have  been  blessed  of  God.  Their  children 
have  been  multiplied,  and  all  around 
them  gives  evidence  of  the  blessing  of 
God.  What  people  are  like  the  Latter 
Day  Saints  in  this  respect?  God  has 
made  us  promises;  and  when  we  have 
tried  to  live  so  as  to  have  those  prom- 
ises fulfilled  they  have  been  fulfilled.  He 
has  increased  us  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left;  He  has  multiplied  us  in 
every  direction.  When  we  came  to 
these  valleys  the  land  was  apparently 
cursed;  it  was  a  land  of  which  it  might 
have  been  said,  as  was  once  said  of  the 
land  of  Canaan,  that  it  "eateth  up  the 
inhabitants  thereof."  But  the  Lord  has 
touched  it,  and  made  it  fertile.  The  wa- 
ter has  increased,  and  the  facilities  for 
living  have  gradually  improved.  We 
truly  are  a  blessed  people,  and  we  have 
been  miraculously  preserved  by  the 
Lord. 

Why  God's  People  Are  Blessed. 

Why  is  this,  brethren  and  sisters?  It 
is  because  we  have  tried,  as  a  people, 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  God.  We 
have  been  careless  in  regard  to  some 
things:  still,  deep  down  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  there  has  always  been  a  de- 
sire to  keep  the  commandments  of  God. 
The  Lord  has  known  this,  and  He  has 
poured  out  His  blessings  upon  us.  And 
He  will  continue  to  bless  us,  if  we  will 
listen  to  His  servants  and  obey  His 
commandments.  These  men  who  now 
teach  us  instruct  us  as  their  predecessors 
have  done;  and  their  teachings  manifest 
a  wisdom  that  is  not  of  man,  but  comes 
from  God.  And  God  will  have  the  glory 
of  leading  and  preserving  the  Latter  Day 
Saints.  He  is  teaching  the  world  new 
principles  through  us.  He  is  trying  to 
wean  us  from  the  traditions  of  our  fath- 
ers. The  business  traditions  we  have  in- 
herited are  all  wrong;  and  God  has 
shown  us  a  way  which,  if  we  will  follow 
it,  will  emancipate  this  people.  If  you 
will  read  the  revelations  which  were 
given   to  Joseph   in  the  early  days,   you 
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will  see  that  the  Lord  had  one  great  ob- 
ject in  view  in  establishing  the  Church, 
and  that  was  the 

Redemption    of   »he    Poor. 
The  world  has  been  groaning  for  long 

centuries  Uilder  the  oppressions  and  the 
evils  that  have  rested  upon  I  he  groat 
majority  of  mankind.  This  has  excited 
the  thought  id'  philanthropists  and  phi- 
losophers, and  innumerable  plans  have 
been  evolved  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  mankind.  They  have  seen, 
as  we  all  do,  thai  there  are  enough  ele- 
ments in  the  earth  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  whole  human  family;  but  they 
are  not  distributed  fairly.  One  man 
possesos  land  or  other  (dements  that  he 
does  not  use.  while  his  neighbor  is  per- 
haps destitute  of  these  things  and  lives 
in  abject  poverty.  Is  this  right?  Are 
we  not  all  the  children  of  one  Father, 
who  created  this  earth  and  placed  us 
upon  it?  Certainly,  we  arc.  Hundreds 
of  men  in  various  lands  have  recognized 
this  unfortunate  condition  of  affairs;  they 
have  sympathized  with  their  fellow-be- 
ings who  have  suffered  through  poverty, 
and  they  have  eried  many  ways  to  rem- 
edy this,  but  all  their  plans  have  failed. 
Socialism,  and  all  the  isms  that  have 
arisen  with  this  end  in  view  have  failed 
to  accomplish  the  desired  end.  Who 
shall  devise  a  plan  that 

Will  Remedy  Tlicwe  Evils? 

No  one  but  God.  Man  cannot  do  this. 
It  requires  our  Almighty  Father.  And 
He  has  revealed  the  plan  to  us.  But 
the  trouble  is,  it  comes  so  much  in  con- 
tact with  all  our  ttraditions  and  our 
training,  all  our  selfish  desires,  that  it 
is  exceedingly  difficult  for  us  to  receive 
it.  Bvi't  the  Lord  will  bring  it  about, 
just  as  sure  as  He  has  spoken.  It  must 
be  brought  about  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man.  And 
we  are  the  agents  that  will  bring  it  to 
pass.  We  may  as  well,  therefore,  begin 
to  prepare  our  hearts  for  it.  We  should 
have  faith  in  God,  and  ask  him  to  pre- 
pare us  for  this  great  change  that  shall 
be  wrought  in  social  conditions.  When 
the  Lord  comes  and  reigns  on  the  earth, 
we  shall  live  in  peace.  There  will  be  no 
money  spent  in  war,  and  none  in  the 
manufacture  of  powder  and  weapons  of 
war.  The  money  that  is  now  expended 
by  the  nations  of  the  earth  in  this  di- 
rection will  all  be  saved.  There  will  be 
no  armies  and  navies  armed  and  equipped 
for  war.  Swords  will  be  beaten  into 
plowshares,  and  spears  into  pruning 
hooks,  and  the  nations  shall  learn  war 
no  more. 

There  Will  Be  No  Want; 

no  hungry  ones  crying  for  bread;  every- 
one will  have  all  the  clothing  needed, 
because  there  is  an  abundance  of  ma- 
terial out  of  which  to  make  clothing. 
Silk,  wool  and  cotton  will  be  raised  in 
abundance,  out  of  which  to  make  all 
the  garments  we  want,  and  they  will 
be  the  manufacture  of  our  own  hands — 
which  is  most  pleasing  in  the  sight  of 
God.  And  these  things  will  be  equally 
distributed.  That  is,  you  and  I  will  not 
have  just  the  same  quantity  of  these 
things;  we  may  not  have  the  same  num- 
ber of  horses,  the  same  number  of  car- 
riages, or  the  same  sized  houses.  There 
will  be  a  difference  in  this  respect,  be- 
cause some  men  can  manage  property 
better  than  others.  This  equality, 
therefore,  will  not  reduce  us  all  to  a  dead 
level:  but,  as  the  Lord  explains  in  the 
revelation,  we  shall  all  have  aj  equal 
right  upon  that  which  is  provided  and  a 


claim   for  all  that    we  can   put   to  a   right 

use  in  our  stewardships. 
Brethren  and  sisters,   I  expect   to  sec 

that  day,  and  I  think  you  will.  1  hope 
we  will  .ill   sec  it.      It   is  a   day  of   which 

the  prophets  have  dreamed  and  prophe- 
sied; poets  have  sung  about  it,  and 
righteous  men  have  desired  it  exceeding- 
ly. That  is  the  lime  when  Satan,  the 
archenemy  of  our  Father,  will  be  bound. 
He  will  not  then  have  power  to  incite 
One  nation  to  war  against  another,  or 
one  man  to  light  another.  Let  us  pre- 
pare for  that  day.  Lei  us  teach  our 
children  these  principles,  that  they  too 
may  be  prepared  for  it.  For  just  as 
sure  as  God  lives,  it  is  coming,  it  is 
coming!  And  with  all  our  weaknesses, 
we  are  (he  people  whom  Cod  has  chosen 
to  inaugurate  this  new  condition  of 
things.  Let  us  perform  our  part.  Let 
us  till  the  mission  He  has  assigned  to 
us.  Let  us  show  by  our  faith  that  out- 
Fat  her  has  not  chosen  us  in  vain,  but 
that  we  appreciate  the  mission  He  has 
given  us.  Let  us  arise  in  our  strength, 
and  by  obedience  unto  the  law  of  tithing 
show  that  we  are  willing  to  do  that 
much,  at  least,  and  prepare  ourselves  for 
something  greater  and  better.  God  help 
us  all  to  do  so;  help  all  the  Latter  Day 
Saints  in  Zion  to  have  the  spirit  of 
this  and  arise  in  the  might  of  God  with 
the  determination  that  we  will  obey  the 
Lord  and  throw  aside  our  traditions, 
and  serve  the  God  of  Israel  with  all  our 
might,  mind  and  strength.  That  this 
may  be  the  case  with  everyone  of  us,  is 
my  prayer  in'the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 

Our  Mormon  Elders'  Troubles. 

The  Chicago  Times-Herald's  opinions 
on  the  mobbings  of  Mormons  are  very 
wide  of  the  meat  of  ^the  matter.  The 
talk  about  preserving  the  morals  of  the 
people  against  the  insidious  approaches 
of  the  evangelisits  is  an  insult  to  com- 
mon intelligence.  The  classes  among 
whom  these  missionaries  mostly  do  their 
work  will  not  suffer  damage  in  their 
moral  constitutions  from  the  influence  of 
the  missionaries,  who  are,  as  a  class, 
men  of  superior  intelligence,  and  they 
are  men  of  good  morals,  of  course. 

The  ministers  who  have  been  foment- 
ing mobs  against  the  Mormons  are  mere 
persecutors,  and  they  are  persecuting 
their  betters,  in  this  case,  as  we  are  well 
convinced.  We  know  of  one  instance,  in 
Kentucky,  where  a  minister  who  was 
driven  away  from  a  charge  in  this  city 
for  using  foul  language  in  the  pulpit  and 
in  his  common  conversation  is  foremost 
in  advising  the  boycott  and  violence  to 
the  Elders. 

The  stories  that  an  Elder  used  obscene 
expressions  in  a  street  sermon  at  Knox- 
ville,  and  another  at  Sweetwater,  are 
false  on  their  face.  Nothing  would  have 
so  delighted  the  great  moral  censors, 
who  are  making  all  the  row,  as  an  oppor- 
tunity to  have  an  Elder — or  several  of 
them — arrested  for  such  an  offense.  The 
absence  of  all  attempt  to  procure  an  ar- 
rest gives  the  lie  to  the  charge  of  ob- 
scenity, with  emphasis.  There  has  not 
been  a  decent  pretense  that  any  of  the 
Elders  has  violated  any  law,  moral  or 
statute,  human  or  divine.  The  persecu- 
tions are  cold-blooded,  mean,  cowardly 
in  the  extreme,  and  we  hope  the  people 
will  see  the  matter  in  its  true  light  be- 
fore long,  the  south  don't  need  to  add 
the  repulsive  practice  of  religious  ostra- 
cism and  violent  persecution  of  men  for 
their  faith,  to  her  other  misfortunes  and 
mistakes.  The  unsavory  notoriety  we 
are  getting  ought  to  be  enough. — Ex. 


TRUTH  WILL  PREVAIL. 

BY    ELDER    JOSEPH    HUGHES. 
Written   for  The   Southern   Star. 

Our    research    after    knowledge   and    our 

practical  experience  in  the  ministry  has 
taught    us    this    beautiful   and    beneficial 

lesson,   that    I  lie   world   is  a   heterogei us 

mass    of    people,     ideas,     theories    and     no 

lions,  in  the  study  ol  human  nature  we 
find    some      individuals      fortunately    en 

(lowed   .Hid   blessed   with   pure  and    reason 
able     ideas     of     what     ((institutes     a     true 
Christian    or    Saint,    they    are    fair    and 

liberal-minded  open  to  conviction  hold 
sacred   tin-   righl    and  privilege  of  others 

and,  in  fact,  are  si  riving  to  be  Christ  like 
to  the  l>esl  of  their  understanding  and 
wisdom.       Some     have    cursed     themselves 

by  being  narrow-minded  by  entertaining 
feelings  of  prejudice,   malice,   hatred — "I 

am  righl  and  vou  are  wrong."  In  truth, 
they  are  like  a  terrapin  enclosed  in  his 
shell.  For  fear  of  offending  public  opin- 
ion, they  close  their  mind  against  divine 
revelation  of  knowledge  and  truth,  spir- 
itual diet  and  accept  the  traditions  of 
men.  Thus  they  are  constantly  starving. 
Whose  fault  is  it?  Their  own.  They 
court  darkness  and  shun  light;  they  be- 
lieve men,  but  reject  their  Creator,  and 
hug  with  a  i k  sincerity  damnable  tra- 
ditions. The  following  experience  will 
clearly  show  the  difference  between  lib- 
erty and  narrowness,  patriotism  and  cow- 
ardice, Christianity  and  barbarism.  It 
occurred  on  the  night  of  June  3  at  Salem 
Church.  James  county,  Tennessee.  We 
had  an  appointment  for  meeting,  hut 
when  we  reached  the  designated  place  we 
found  the  doors  of  the  church  locked.  A 
good  modern  Christian  (?),  one  who  su- 
perintends the  Baptist  Sunday  school  and 
.sits  in  the  "amen"  corner  at  their  period- 
ical religious  hurrahs,  had  performed  this 
heathenish  deed  and  skulked  away  to 
laugh  and  soliloquize  over  his  night's 
work.  "O,  Father,  I  am  thy  good  ser- 
vant. Tonight  I  have  done  a  righteous 
deed  in  locking  the  doors  of  Thy  church 
against  the  Mormon  Elders.  Bless  me. 
Heavenly  Father,  for  this  brave  act  of 
mine." 

Father,  forgive  him.  He  thinks  he  is 
doing  Thee  service  in  persecuting  Thy 
servants.  Soften  his  heart  and  cause 
that  he  might  see  his  wrong  and  repent 
of  his  sins  and  accept  the  true  doctrines 
of  Christ,  the  Gospel  in  its  purity  and 
fullness. 

Some  of  our  friends  wanted  to  break 
the  doors  open  and  ring  the  bell,  hut  we 
constrained  them  not  to,  telling  them  that 
we  would  preach  in  the  dark.  By  S 
o'clock  a  large  crowd  of  men  and  women, 
boys  and  girls,  had  assembled  to  hear  the 
doctrine  of  the  people  that  were  "every- 
where spoken  evil  of."  A  light  was  pro 
cured,  and  under  the  blue  canopy  of  hea^ 
en,  with  no  protector  hut  God,  and  no 
comforter  but  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  nearly 
two  hours  we  portrayed  to  them  the  Gos- 
pel in  its  beauty,  and  fearlessly  bore  our 
testimonies  unto  them.  Stillness  per- 
vaded the  place  of  meeting.  The  sweet 
and  divine  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
thrilled  us  through  and  through  and  out- 
warning  voices,  under  its  guidance,  had 
the  desired  effect.  The  people  became  our 
friends.  Sunday  the  doors  were  opened 
and  we  were  privileged  to  hold  two  roil- 
ing meetings,  causing  many  to  investi- 
gate. Mr.  Taley.  the  trustee,  and  a  verj 
dear  friend  of  ours,  told  us  when  we  left, 
"Come  back,  boys,  and  I  will  go  and 
open  the  doors   for  you." 

June  3d  is  a  day  never  to  he  forgotten 
in  our  ministerial  career.  It  was  an- 
other manifestation  of  God's  power  and 
another   evidence    added    to    our   testimo- 
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nios  that  God  lives,  that.  Jesus  Christ  is 
Ihe  Son  of  God,s  lhat  His  message  of 
truth  and  salvation  has  been  restored  to 
earth  in  this,  the  dispensation  of  the  full- 
ness of  times ;  that  the  boy-prophet,  Jo- 
seph Smith,  was  the  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  in  bringing  about  this 
glorious  work,  a  wonder  to  the.  na- 
tions, governments  and  people  of  the 
known  world ;  that  all  who  will  faith- 
fully, sincerely,  honestly  and  prayerfully 
seek  for  divine  favor  can  obtain  this  wit- 
ness and  be  blessed  with  a  living  testi- 
mony. 

O,  ye  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam, 
why  will  you  suffer  yourselves  to  be 
cradled  to  sleep  by  sophistry,  by  decep- 
tion, by  tradition,  by  doctrines  taught  by 
the  wisdom  and  learning  of  men?  Why 
wilt  thou  be  nossled  by  the  blind  leaders 
of  the  blind — a  hireling  ministry  which 
divines  for  money  and  makes  merchan- 
dise of  your  souls?  Come  out  of  her  and 
partake  of  the  bread  of  life  which  we 
offer  you,  and  be  saved  in  the  celestial 
mansion  on  high.  Break  the  bands  of 
spiritual  bondage,  drink  freely  the  nectar 
of  spiritual  liberty  and  live  a  child  of 
God  in  the  Kingdom  of  your  Maker. 


A  Promise  to  Elders. 

BY  M.  M.  NORMAN. 
Are  some  of  us  in  debt  to  the  office? 
Does  it  seem  that  we  cannot  afford  to 
buy  all  our  supplies  from  the  commis- 
sary? Perhaps  we  have  violated  the 
counsel  to  not  use  money  in  the  field; 
perhaps  we  have  not  placed  confidence 
in  the  commissary  as  we  should.  While 
I  was  considering  this  subject  in  con- 
nection with  President  Rich's  last  circu- 
lar, the  Spirit  seemed  to  come  and  make 
this  promise,  "If  the  Elders  of  the 
Mission  will  determine  to  obey  counsel 
fully,  have  and  use  no  money  in  the 
field,  pay  an  honest  and  liberal  tithing, 
and  trust  and  patronize  the  commissary, 
the  Lord  willbless  them  and  provide, 
so  that  they  shall  not  be  troubled  with 
debt,  and  that  all  their  financial  needs 
in  the  field  shall  be  supplied."  So 
strongly  was  this  impressed  that  I  am 
led  to  make  it  known  to  you. 


Proverbs  of  Brigham  Young. 

If  a  man  is  worth  millions  of  bushels 
of  wheat  and  corn,  he  is  not  wealthy 
enough  to  suffer  his  servant  girl  to 
sweep  a  single  kernel  of  it  into  the  fire; 
let  it  be  eaten  by  something,  and  pass 
again  into  the  earth,  and  thus  fulfill  the 
purpose  for  which  it  grew. 

Teach  your  families  how  to  control 
themselves;  teach  them  good  and  whole- 
some doctrine,  and  practice  the  same  in 


your  own  lives.  This  is  the  place  for  you 
to  become  polished  shafts  in  the  quiver 
of  the  Almighty. 

It  is  necessary  that  we  should  be 
tried,  tempted  and  buffeted  to  make  us 
feel  the  weakness  of  this  mortal  flesh. 

He's  armed  without,  that's  innocent 
within. 


Loss  of  Life  in  War. 

The  civil  war  cost  303,000  lives.  Of 
this  number  98,089  were  slain  in  battle. 
The  vast  army  which  succumbed  to 
disease  was  no  less  than  184,331,  while 
the  remaining  20,000  or  so  died  of 
wounds  received.  • 

At  the  battle  of  Waterloo  51,000  men 
were  killed  or  disabled.  There  were 
145,000  soldiers  in  that  great  struggle, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  one  man  was 
either  killed  or  disabled  for  every  400 
shots  fired,  counting  both  the  artillery 
and  rifle  shots. 

In  the  Crimean  war  95,015  lives  were 
sacrificed,  and  at  Borodino,  when  the 
French  and  Russians  fought,  7S.OO0 
men  were  left  dead  on  the,  battlefield. 
Tnere  were  250,000  troops  in  combat  in 
that  engagement.  Of  the  95,615 
men  who  perished  in  the  Crimea 
80,000  were  Turks  and  Rus- 
sians. In  1881  a  great  uproar  wos 
caused  because  Englishmen  took  up  all 
the-  skeletons  they  could  find,  brought 
them  to  England  and  converted  the  bones 
into  fertilizer.  It  is  said  that  nearly 
the  entire  80,000  skeletons  of  the 
Turks  and  Russians  were  thus  made 
into  money. 

Since  the  birth  of  Christ  4,000,000,000 
men  have  been  slain  in  battle.  Before 
the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era  the 
losses  cannot  be  estimated,  owing  to 
the  very  indistinct  and  inaccurate  ac- 
counts that  have  been  handed  down. 
It  is  generally  conceded,  however,  that 
the  numbers  said  to  have  participated 
in  the  battles  of  the  Greeks  and  other 
warring  nations  of  the  ancient  world 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated. 

At  Canea,  however,  where  the  Romans 
suffered  the  worst  defeat  in  their  his- 
tory, it  is  said  that  52,000  of  their  sol- 
diers were  slain.  The  Roman  army  in 
this  battle  consisted  of  14(3,000  men— 
the  picked  brawn  and  sinew  ofthe  em- 
pire. 

In  the  Franco-Prussian  war  77,000 
Frenchmen  were  killed.  The  Germans 
fired  •}0,000,000  rifle  shots  to  attain  this 


result.      During   Ihe   same   war   the   Ger- 
niiins  fired  363,000  artillery  charges. 

In  none  of  the  battles  mentioned  was 
dynamite  used.  In  the  wars  of  the  fu- 
ture this  terrible  agent  of  destruction 
must   be   reckoned   on.      Men    who   have 

studied  the  mortality  statistics  of  the 
past  shudder  at  the  thought  of  what 
may  be  in  store  in  the  wars  that  are  to 
come.  Only  recently  has  the  use  of  dy- 
namite in  land  warfare  been  considered 
safe  for  the  army  using  it.  The  modern 
dynamite  gun.  however,  has  seemingly 
solved  the  problem,  and  the  men  who  go 
to  war  hereafter  will  face  an  agent  of 
destruction  beside  which  the  charges  of 
Napoleon's  old  guard  were  child's  play. 

Even  now  civilized  nations  rather 
shrink  from  the  dynamite  idea  in  war- 
fare. The  fearful  explosive  has  been 
used  in  Cuba,  but  only  by  the  insurgents. 
The  reports  that  have  been  allowed  to 
pass  the  Spanish  censors  hint  at  the  de- 
struction caused  by  the  new  weapon 
rather  than  give  the  details.  The  Cu- 
bans, however,  claim  that  the  result  of 
a  shot  from  a  dynamite  gun  is  some- 
thing appalling.  At  any  rate,  while  the 
truth  about  the  success  of  this  new  agent 
is  rather  obscure,  enough  is  known  for 
soldiers  to  make  the  prediction  that  it 
must  be  figured  on  as  the  most  terrible 
thing  that  has  come  to  the  front  in  con- 
nection with  warfare.  Some  men  who 
have  studied  the  progress  made  with  the 
Zalinski  air-charged  dynamite  gun  say 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  war  will 
become  an  affair  of  extinction  in  which 
the  more  exposed  army  will  be  wiped  out 
of  existence  by  means  of  dynamite. 


Releases  and  Appointments.    . 

Releases. 

W.  J.   Shakespeare,   Florida. 

D.  W.   Cluff,   East  Tennessee. 

David  Sparks.  East  Tennessee. 

F.  L.  Corbett,  Georgia. 

II.    P.    Rasmussen,    Kentucky. 

Alonzo  Shirts,  Virginia. 

W.  W.  Evans,  Virginia. 

H.  D.  Smith,  Virginia. 

Henry  Behrman,   South   Carolina. 
Transfers. 

Stanley    Hanks,    North    Kentucky    to 
Ohio. 

Joseph  S.  Cazier,  Kentucky  to  Ohio. 

H.   J.   Foulger,   Jr.,   Middle   Tennessee 
to   Ohio. 

Joseph   Moss,    Middle      Tennessee     to 
Ohio. 


Somebody  wisely  computes  that  there 
are  at  least  a  thousand  good  talkers  to 
one  slow  and  solid  thinker. 


